MEDIA RELEASE ISSUED BY THE COMMUNICATION DIVISION, CITY OF TSHWANE METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY

DATE: 10 October 2005

RELEASE: Tshwane Inner City Project to contribute to Urban Renewal

Government today unveiled the multi-billion rand plan to rejuvenate the inner city of Tshwane. The Tshwane Inner City Project (TICP) has been created to improve the physical working environments of national government departments and agencies in the city. 
The TICP will also ensure that there is consistency in the quality and condition of accommodation to government departments and agencies

This follows environment is currently of poor condition and inconsistent standard and in need of upgrading and refurbishment. The TICP has been designed to ensure a long term accommodation solution for national Government within the inner city. However, the area is not to be dominated by Government to the exclusion of other potential tenants, and as such is to remain a home for all sectors of South African society. The continued accommodation of national Government is expected to make the inner city more attractive for tenants to remain or return to the inner city for accommodation.

In October 1997, a Cabinet decision was taken, which ruled that national Government departments and agencies remain in the inner city as part of the strategy to ensure rejuvenation of the city. This decision has since been reaffirmed in subsequent Cabinet meetings. In June 2004, the Presidency issued a Programme of Action, which listed the improvement of the physical work environment for national Government in the inner city of Tshwane as an action to be addressed by the National Department of Public Works (DPW) and the National Department of Public Service and Administration (DPSA). The City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality (CTMM) itself is responsible for the urban development and management of the inner city of Tshwane – which is an integral part of the TICP project. 

The DPW, DPSA and CTMM have committed to working together and with other key stakeholders, such as the National Treasury and the Government Communication and Information System, towards the successful implementation of this project. Key stakeholders within representing these groups have formed a committee to oversee and facilitate all aspects of the project. Consequently, the DPW and CTMM have entered into a MOU (memorandum of understanding) setting out their terms of collaborating on the TICP. 

The TICP project has numerous benefits to the public and private sectors. The project will afford civil servants a more pleasant working environment, which will allow them to be more effective in the delivery of services to the public. Members of the public will then benefit from a more productive, accessible and improved public service. There are also many economies of scale for government that will be achieved through the sharing of services and facilities, such as, auditoria, archives and communication solutions.   Revitalisation of Tshwane in the form of  improved infrastructure and urban management will further enhance  the city's image and reputation as a leading African capital city. Additionally, continued government investment in the inner city will stimulate private sector investment and create opportunities for SMME and BEE service providers and entrepreneurs in the process.

Much work has already been undertaken towards implementing the TICP, which is anticipated to take another 10 to 14 years to complete. A robust framework within which the standard of accommodation can be improved in an affordable manner has been developed. This includes a spatial development framework that has determined inner city nodes within which the accommodation solution is to be located. The department and agencies are to be accommodated within seven nodes in the inner city, those being: the Presidency, Mandela Corridor, Sammy Marks Square, Paul Kruger North, Church Square, Museum Park and Salvokop.

The accommodation solution is being determined jointly with departments and agencies, and a needs analysis has already been undertaken to gain a thorough understanding of all qualitative and quantitative needs. The exact location of each department within the nodes has yet to be pinpointed. However, it has already been determined that the preferred accommodation solution is one that will utilise existing government owned assets. A financial strategy that complies with the Public Finance Management Act requirements for project has been developed working in conjunction with the National Treasury and will be updated as each department/ agency option is further developed. 

